
PRESS RELEASE
[bookmark: _GoBack]We are excited to announce the merger between two prominent travel baseball organizations throughout the Metro area: The 495 Wolfpack and "Frozen Ropes".
Frozen Ropes Baseball is a renowned travel baseball and full service training facility franchise with locations throughout the Northeast. Owners of the Long Island Syosset based "Frozen Ropes" franchise (Jon Clateman and Peter Witkow) were seeking to develop travel baseball teams as they move into their state of the art new facility, located inside “The Long Island Sports Hub” (165 Eileen Way Syosset, NY 11791).  
After several meetings with 495 Wolfpack Baseball Owner and Director of Player Development Robert Steinert and GM/President Michael Tinney, it was clear there was a natural fit on many levels.
Rob Steinert says "This is a fantastic opportunity for all our players on the 495 Wolfpack teams to train on a full turf field and develop their individual skills in the spacious batting cages as we move through the spring into our competitive summer season. The Sports Hub/Frozen Ropes facility is centrally located and convenient for all of our families situated just minutes off of the 495/LIE on the Nassau/Suffolk border. This merger will further the regional visibility of the 495 Wolfpack travel program as it continues to expand across the island and into New York City and Brooklyn. Jon and Peter are both extremely  passionate and professional and they take great pride in operating the Long Island based Frozen Ropes franchise. We are proud that Frozen Ropes recognized our strong history in Player Development and success of our Travel Teams and we are proud to fuse the Frozen Ropes name and reputation into our 2019 (8U-17U) travel baseball program.
Peter Witkow says,"We always had the means and desire to run travel teams through the  utilization of our Frozen Ropes franchise brand, facility, and relationships with several Nassau based leagues and coaches, but we could never find the right match for the reputable and strong baseball training expertise we were seeking along with the administrative and operations components required to run a competitive and successful travel program. We are thrilled to partner with Rob Steinert, Michael Tinney and the 495 Wolfpack staff for the operation of the administrative, coaching and player development of our joint travel teams. Rob Steinert’s credibility and resume since 1997 of individually developing 55 professional/MLB drafted and signed players plus over 162 D1 College Scholarships among 315 total NCAA players along with his staff of certified coaches that have trained and coached travel teams to 45 tournament championships, it will help us launch the program quickly. The 495 staff will handle all baseball aspects and we will assist in scheduling, facility access, marketing and more." 
The current 495 Wolfpack Staff (Robert Steinert, Michael Tinney, Tim Francis, Brad Lyons, Austin Adamo, Tom Depalo, Kevin Boyle, Matt Burke, Shawn Pleickhardt & others) will continue to operate the 6 current 495 Wolfpack travel teams and they will compete under the new umbrella 495 "Frozen Ropes" Wolfpack banner.
We will be hosting an open and free try-out in the New Year for limited position spots on our current rosters as well as the addition of our brand new "495 Frozen Ropes Wolfpack" teams that we will launch in early February.
(Please check both www.495wolfpackbaseball.com & https://www.frozenropes.com/syosset/) for more information.
In addition, we will be interviewing previously fully formed travel rosters from across Long Island that are transitioning along with rising local teams for acceptance into the 495 Frozen Ropes Wolfpack Travel Baseball Organization which will train and compete under our year round 495 "Frozen Ropes" Wolfpack banner. 
There are many options in travel baseball across Long Island, but with our strong history of success and Player Development along with the fusion of the Frozen Ropes brand and regional support and reputation we are confident we will provide the best travel baseball experience available on Long Island.
Thank you.
495 "Frozen Ropes" Wolfpack

